S0 you want to adopt?
is an adoption resource of
Heart of the Bride Ministries.

For further information about our ministry
to those in greatest need visit heartofthebride.org
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Notes Adoption Information

How much will it cost?

Can I get financial assistance?
Tax Credit
Military Subgidies
Grants

What type of adoption should I congider?
Hague/Non Hague Country
Foster ve Private
Domestic/International
Credible Agencies to Congider

How do I gelect an agency?
Wno can I turn to for support?

What resources are available for help & encouragement?
Books/Magazines/Webgites
Adoption Blogs worth following
Support groups
Fergonal Testimonies

How do I get started?



Blogs wortn reading

http://kelly-lifetimes.blogspot.com

http://alittlebitmanic.blogspot.com

http://our-journey-to-parenthood.blogspot.com

http//whileimwaitingonhim.blogspot.com

http://bethe7percent.blogspot.com

http://buildingtheblocks.blogspot.com

http://teamalexander.blogspot.com

http://thejohnsonivfjourney.blogspot.com

http://minus1project.blogspot.com

http://weloveourlucy.blogspot.com

http://urbanservant.blogspot.com

http://goingtoethiopia.blogspot.com

http://www.babeofmyheart.com

http://willadopt.blogspot.com

http://teammarquis.blogspot

http://journeytojames1-27.blogspot.com

http://oatsvallteam.blogspot.com

http://joiningthejourney.blogspot.com

http://mycrazyadoption.org

http://poppielane.com

Passion 127
http://127.blogspot.com
www.adoptionblogs.com

This Woman's Work
ThisWomansWork.com

Our Life Upstate
OurLifeUpstate.com

Another Ordinary Miracle
Our-Journey-toParenthood.blogspot.com

www.everydaymiracles.wordpress.com

ABC123vn.wordpress.com



http://kelly-lifetimes.blogspot.com
http://our-journey-to-parenthood.blogspot.com
http://bethe7percent.blogspot.com
http://buildingtheblocks.blogspot.com
http://teamalexander.blogspot.com
http://thejohnsonivfjourney.blogspot.com
http://minus1project.blogspot.com
http://weloveourlucy.blogspot.com
http://goingtoethiopia.blogspot.com
http://www.babeofmyheart.com
http://willadopt.blogspot.com
http://teammarquis.blogspot
http://journeytojames1-27.blogspot.com
http://oatsvallteam.blogspot.com
http://joiningthejourney.blogspot.com
http://mycrazyadoption.org
http://poppielane.com
http://127.blogspot.com
http://www.adoptionblogs.com
http://www.thiswomanswork.com/
http://www.ourlifeupstate.com/
http://our-journey-to-parenthood.blogspot.com/
http://abc123vn.wordpress.com/

Websites to Explore:

www.childwelfare.gov

www.adoptionlearningpartners

www.showhope.org

www.davethomasfoundationofadoption .org

www.adoptivefamilies.com

www.tapestrybooks.com

www.amazon.com

www.BarnesandNoble.com

www.adopting.org

www.adopting.com

www.adoption.com

www.rainbowkids.com

www.comeunity.com/adoption (contains up-to-date lists of medical clinics that
Specialize in working with children adopted internationally)

www.karensadoptionlinks.com

www.adoptiontravel.com (cultural and travel preparation)

www.adoptlanguage.com/thebooks.htm (language)

www.radioinblackandwhite.com (radio show on WTKG about race and other
multicultural issues)

www.buildingblocksforknowledge.com ( | anguage CD&6s for children)

E-MATL SUPPORT GROUFPS

www.adopting.com/mailing.html

www.everydaymiracles.wordpress.com

ABC123vn.wordpress.com

Wnat will an adoption cost
financially?

Families considering adoption may be concerned about the financial costs of adopting
an infant or child and their ability to meet these costs. Becoming a parent is rarely free
of expenses; even pregnancy and childbirth can be expensive if there is a lack of
insurance for the medical needs that may arise. Adoptive parents often are faced with
costs that can seem challenging. However, with planning and knowledge about what
types of adoptions and funding are available they should be able to construct a budget
that will include most of the expenses.

The total cost of adopting varies from $0 to more than $40,000, depending on a
number of factors. Below is a chart of the range of adoption fees adoptive parents can
expect to encounter.

Range of Adoption Costs
Foster Care Adoption $0-$2,500*

Licensed Private Agency (Domestic Adoption) $5,000-$40,000

Independent Adoptions $8,000-$40,000+
Facilitated/Unlicensed Adoptions $5,000-$40,000+
Inter Country Adoptions $5,000-$30,000

*This is the cost of a family profile if the family doesn't already have
a foster child.


http://www.childwelfare.gov
http://www.adoptionlearningpartners
http://www.showhope.org
http://www.davethomasfoundation
http://abc123vn.wordpress.com/

Adoption Credit

In 2010 and 2011, you may be able to take a refundable tax credit for qualifying
expenses paid to adopt an eligible child (including a child with special needs). This
means that you could qualify for a tax refund even if you did not have federal income
tax withheld. For tax years prior to 2010, the adoption credit is not refundable.

Under new Adoption Credit Rules for the 2010 tax year, you must attach one or more
adoption-related documents (identified in the form instructions) with the completed
Form 8839 (PDF), Qualified Adoption Expenses, and attach the form to your Form
1040 or Form 1040A return, to claim the adoption credit or income exclusion. The
required documents are different if the adoption is foreign, or domestic, final or not final
and if the adoption is for a special-needs child.

A tax credit, including the adoption credit, reduces your tax liability. For expenses paid
prior to the year the adoption becomes final, the credit generally is allowed for the year
following the year of payment. For expenses paid in and after the year the adoption
becomes final, the credit is allowed in the year of payment. The adoption credit is not
available for any reimbursed expense. In addition to the credit, certain amounts paid by
your employer for qualifying adoption expenses may be excludable from your gross
income.

A taxpayer who paid qualifying expenses in the current year for an adoption which
became final in the current year, may be eligible to claim the credit for the expenses on
the current year return, in addition to credit for expenses paid in a prior year.

For both the credit or the exclusion, qualifying expenses include reasonable and
necessary adoption fees, court costs, attorney fees, traveling expenses (including
amounts spent for meals and lodging while away from home), and other expenses
directly related to and for which the principal purpose is the legal adoption of an eligible
child. An eligible child must be under 18 years old, or be physically or mentally
incapable of caring for himself or herself.

The adoption credit or exclusion cannot be taken for a child who is not a United States
citizen or resident unless the adoption becomes final. In the case of an adoption of a
special-needs child, you may be eligible for a certain amount of credit or exclusion
regardless of actual expenses paid or incurred. A child has special-needs if (1) the
child otherwise meets the definition of eligible child, (2) the child is a United States
citizen or resident, (3) a state determines that the child cannot or should not be
returned to his or her parent's home, and (4) a state determines that the child probably
will not be adopted unless assistance is provided. The credit and exclusion for
qualifying adoption expenses are each subject to a dollar limit and an income limit. The
amount of your adoption credit or exclusion is limited to the dollar limit for that year for
each effort to adopt an eligible child. If you can take a credit and exclusion, this

dollar amount applies separately to each. For example, if we assume the dollar limit for
the year is $13,170 and you paid $10,000 in qualifying adoption expenses for a final

Attaching in Adoption: Pr act i cal Tool s ifDeboralf@ayay 0 s

Parenting is Your Highest Calling and 8 Other Myths That Trap Us in
Worry and Guilt i Leslie Leyland Fields

Twenty Things Adopted Kids Wish Their Adoptive Parents Knew, Sherrie
Eldridge

Boundaries with Kids, Henry Cloud & John Townsend

The Connected Child, Karyn Purvis

CHILDREN® BOOKS:

AAO | s For Eildeh duskereCdspy

Shaoey and Dot; Mary Beth and Steven Curtis Chapman

A Thunder & Lightning Bug Story; Mary Beth & Steven Curtis Chapman
Adopted and Loved Forever; Annette E. Dellinger

Adoption Is For Always; Linda Walvoord Girard

How | Was Adopted; Janna Cole

Black Like Kyra, White Like Me;Judith Vigna

Did My First Mother Love Me? A Story for an Adopted Child;Kathryn Ann
Miller

Families Are Different; Nina Pellegrini

Happy Adoption Day!; John McCutcheon

| 6m Brown and MyR&bbier ObShéa

| t 6s Okay t oTodddarrDi f f er ent

Never, Never, Never, Will She Stop Loving You; Jolene Durrant

Over Land and Sea- A Story of International Adoption; Steven Layne
Things Little Kids Need To Know; Susan Uhlig

Tsunami Sam; Teri Lane

We Adopted You, Benjamin Koo, Linda Walvoord Girard

When You Were Born In ; Brian Boyd

Why Am | Different?; Norma Simon

MAGAZINES:
Adoptive Families Magazine
Roots and Wings


http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8839.pdf

What resources are
available fornelp &
encouragement?

Once again we have asked others for their recommendations of books, magazines and
websites that were helpful to them as they pursued adoption. The following are the
most frequently and highly recommended resources.

Eecommended Books:

Reclaiming Adoption, Dan Cruver, Editor

Radical, David Platt

Adopted for Life, Russell D Moore

Too Small to Ignore, Wes Stafford

The One Factor, Doug Sauder

There is No Me Without You, Melissa Faye Green

The Red Letters, Tom Davis

Fields of the Fatherless, Tom Davis

Small Town, Big Miracle, W.C. Martin

Saving Levi, Lisa Bentley

The Castaway Kid, R.B. Mitchell

The Adoption Network, Laura Christianson

Thriving as an Adoptive Family, David and Renee Sanford

The Hole in Our Gospel, Richard Stearns

Wounded Children, Healing Homes, Jayne E Schooler

Parenting from the Inside Out, Daniel Siegel

Hello, | Love You: Adventures in Adoptive Fatherhood, Ted Kluck
Successful Adoption: A Guide for Christian Families, Natalie Nichols
Gillespie

Talking to your Young Children about Adoption, Mary Watkins and Susan
Fisher

Are Those Kids Yours? - Cheri Register

Inside Transracial Adoption i Gail Steinberg and Beth Hall

adoption, while your employer paid $4,000 of additional qualifying adoption expenses,
you may be able to claim a credit of up to $10,000 and also exclude up to $4,000.

The dollar limit for a particular year must be reduced by the amount of qualifying
expenses taken into account in previous years for the same adoption effort.

The income limit on the adoption credit or exclusion is based on your modified
adjusted gross income (MAGI). If your MAGI is below the beginning phase out amount
for the year, the income limit will not affect your credit or exclusion. If your MAGI is
more than the beginning phase out amount for the year, your credit or exclusion will be
reduced. If your MAGI is above the maximum phase out amount for the year, your
credit or exclusion will be eliminated.

Generally, if you are married, you must file a joint return to take the adoption credit or
exclusion. If your filing status is married filing separately, you can take the credit or
exclusion only if you meet special requirements. To take the credit or exclusion,
complete Form 8839 (PDF), Qualified Adoption Expenses, and attach the form to your
Form 1040 (PDF) or Form 1040A (PDF).

Military Subgidi

1litary Subsidies

The military will reimburse active-duty personnel for most one-time adoption costs up
to $2,000 per child, whether adopting a domestic infant, an older child in the U.S., or a
child from another country. Travel costs, foreign or domestic, are not covered. There is
a maximum of $5,000 in a given year, even if both parents are in the military.

Reimbursement is made only after the adoption is finalized and only if the adoption
was completed through a state adoption agency or a nonprofit private agency.

An adopted child with special needs may be eligible for monthly financial assistance
under the military's Program for Persons with Disabilities. Furthermore, the military's
Exceptional Family Member Program is designed to ensure that the adoptive families
of children with special needs are assigned to duty stations where the child's needs
can be met.

Military personnel also may make use of leave programs similar to those offered by
civilian employers. Reimbursements and benefits apply whether the adopting parent is
single or married and whether the adoption is completed in the United States or
overseas.

National Military Family Association (NMPA)
2500 N Van Dorn St, Ste 102

Alexandria, VA 22302-1601

703.931.6632

NMFA is the only national organization dedicated to identifying and resolving issues of
concern to military families. Their mission is to serve the families of uniformed services
through education, information, and advocacy. They offer information about benefits
for adoption reimbursement and healthcare, but not regarding placement.


http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f8839.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040a.pdf
http://www.nmfa.org

soutnern Baptist Pagtor
Adoption Grants

Bethany Christian Services are complimenting the scholarship fund that has been established for
Southern Baptist pastors that choose to adopt. As more and more pastors choose to adopt a child, they

know that more of the membership will also be open to
Church is the answer to the orphan crisis and the more pastors are educated and engaged in and about

the orphan crisis, the more they will teach and preach
the orphan in todayoés worl d.

As a Convention, Southern Baptists have been very vocal and supportive of pro-life ministries. One of
the proactive and positive steps we can take as Christians is to be open to adopting the children that are
born and not aborted. We have a moral and biblical obligation to adopt the children in cases where the
birth parents are not capable of parenting, if we are standing against abortion. These may be children of
a mixed race, of a different race, or children with special needs.

At Bethany, the nationds | argest adoption agency, wil!/l
with the tools and knowledge you will need if you choose to have an orphan care and adoption ministry.
Many churches now see orphan care and adoption as part of the missional strategy of their church.
Their website www.bethanychampions.org is dedicated to this type of ministry. Also, their National
Director of Church Partnerships is an ordained Southern Baptist minister. Before coming to Bethany
Christian Services, Johnny Carr served in several different churches ranging from 100 to 1,700 weekly
attendees. He has preached at Olive Baptist in Pensacola, FL (Ted Traylor, Sr. Pastor), Calvary Baptist
in Clearwater, FL (Willy Rice, Sr. Pastor), and Cross Point Church in Duluth, GA (James Merritt, Sr. Pas-
tor). For more information about ministry opportunities, contact Johnny at jcarr@bethany.org.

Below is the necessary criteria for a Southern Baptist Pastor to receive a $1,000 adoption grant from
Bethanyds Caring Connection Fund.

1. Families that are approved by the Southern Baptist Adoption Fund.

2. Families using Bethany for their entire adoption that fill out a formal application beginning June 14,
2010 and complete an approved home study with Bethany by June 30, 2011.

3. Families must apply to Bethanydés Caring Connection F
pastor.

If you are one of the first 25 applicants, you will receive the $1,000 grant from Bethany's Caring Connec-
tion and it will be distributed at the time of placement of the child.

To begin an application for a Caring Connection grant, please work with your local Bethany office
who can submit the grant request on your behalf.

To learn more about the Southern Baptist Adoption Fund visit www.bethanychampions.org

Wnocan I turn to for
support?

E-MAIL SUPPORT GROUPS

Troy and Debi Gunter Jennifer Smith
Gunter.family@yahoo.com jen.smith.rd@gmail.com

Adopted I nternational hd’optédb@rﬂ@stiéél&bn@ﬁrﬁbry@i ssau
Africa Adoption

Missy Hickman Joe and Mary Stapp
afsugahmamma@yahoo.com Jmstapp8@gmail.com

Adopted from Liberia Adopted Internationally from Ethiopia

Kelly Brown Tammy Wright
kcb0385@yahoo.com 12smile@cox.net

Adopted Domestically Adopted Domestically

Adoption Support Groups:

We suggest you visit Bethany Christian Services website at www.bethany.org .

They have a multitude of adoption support groups listed by state.

Locally in the Florida Panhandle: Passion1.27Contact-Kristen Bankerwkbanker@mchsi.com
First United Methodist Niceville Contact :Missy Hickman missydawn.hickman@gmail.com

OTHER RESOURCES:

www.adoptivefamilies.com
www.tapestrybooks.com
www.adopting.org
www.adoption.com
www.rainbowkids.com

www.comeunity.com/adoption (contains up-to-date lists of medical clinics that
specialize in working with children adopted internationally)

www.karensadoptionlinks.com
www.adoptiontravel.com (cultural and travel preparation)

www.adoptlanguage.com/thebooks.htm (language)

www. buil di ngbl ocksforknowledge.com (Il anguage


http://www.sbcadoption.com
http://www.bethanychampions.org
mailto:jcarr@bethany.org
http://www.bethany.org/locations
mailto:Gunter.family@yahoo.com
http://www.bethany.org
mailto:12smile@cox.net

Cnildren@ Home Society-Located throughout the USA
Emerald Coast Division

914 Harrison Ave.

Panama City, FL32401

www.chsfl.org

Edna Gladney Center for Adoption-Located throughout the South

Domestic and International Adoptions
Country Programs:
U.S., Haiti, Ethiopia, Uganda
Nepal, India, Mongolia, China, S Korea, Philippines, Vietham, Thailand
*6300 John Ryan Road
Ft. Worth, TX 76132-4122
817.922.6000
*TAMPA FL-Phone number 813.265.8444
www.adoptionsbyglandey.com

Holt International Adoptions

Country Programs:

Haiti, Ethiopia, Uganda

Nepal, India, Mongolia, China, S Korea, Philippines, Vietham, Thailand
P.O. Box 2880

1195 City View | Eugene, OR 97402

Office Hours: 8:00 am to 4:30 pm (PST)

Phone: 541.687.2202 | Fax: 541.683.6175

Email: info@holtinternational.org

Love Basket

Domestic and International Adoptions
Corporate Office i there are 3 locations in the U.S.
10306 Business 21

Hillsboro, MO 63050

Phone: 636.797.4100

Fax: 636.789.4978

Email: info@LoveBasket.org

Nightlight Chrigtian Adoption Agency

Country Programs

China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Taiwan, Uganda, Ukraine
www.nightlight.org

Embryo Donation:
National Embryo Donation Center
11126 Kingston Pike
Farragut, TN 37934
866.585.8549
www.embryodonation.org

Organizations Awarding
Grants or Low Interest Loans

Lifesong-provides matching grants or loans to fund adoptions
www.llifesongfororphans.org

Shaohanna hd Show blgpe www.showhope.org

Abba Fund-www.abbafund.org

Gift of Adoption-www.giftofadoption.org

Micah Fund- provides matching grants 651-636-5255 www.micahfund.org

National Adoption Foundation i Grants for any adoptive family pursuing any type of
adoption. www.nafadopt.org

Christian Adoption Resources i Provides grants to families adopting through
Celebrate Children International. www.christianadoptionresources.org

One World Adoption Fund

The One World Adoption Fund (OWAF) is a non-profit organization that offers financial
assistance to U.S. families who could not otherwise afford the cost of an international
adoption. Preference is given to two parent families looking to adopt more than one child,
special needs children, and children older than five. More information is available at
www.owaf.org

A Child's Desire i An educational site that provides ideas for adoption fundraising.
www.achildsdesire.org/fundraising.htm



http://www.adoptionsbyglandey.com
mailto:info@holtinternational.org
mailto:info@LoveBasket.org
http://www.nightlight.org
http://www.embryodonation.org
http://www.nafadopt.org
http://www.christianadoptionresources.org
http://www.owaf.org
http://www.achildsdesire.org/fundraising.htm

Wnat type of adoption
snould I consider?

International? Domestic? Private? Foster Care Adoption?

Public Agency

Licensed Private
Agency
Independent

Facilitated/
Unlicensed

Adoption Type

Agency

Hague
Convention
International
Non Hague

Conventlon

International: Children are usually over a year old by the time you bring them

home, depending on the country guidelines. Paperwork goes through our government

as well as the adoptive childés countryés gov
between 6-18 months depending on the country and if it complies with the Hague

Convention. See the Hague/Non Hague page.

Domegtic: Children can be infants, or older. An infant can be brought into your
home straight from the hospital if the process is complete by the time of the birth.
Usually the adoptive family is picked by the birthmother and after rights are
relinquished the adoptive family takes the child home. You can adopt from your home
state or from another state that your agency works with, this is called Intrastate
Adoption.

Private: Much like the domestic adoption, however the process is done through an
adoption attorney and not an agency. The birthmother and the adoptive families may
establish a relationship or they may choose to remain anonymous.

Fogter Care Adoption: These types of adoptions are with children that are in the

Child Welfare System. Their parentsd rights
in the process of being terminated. Once the rights have been terminated, the child is

legally free for adoption. Most children are older and there are sibling groups. This is

the most cost effective type of adoption as most states have programs in place that

have little to no cost to the adoptive family. This is often however a very long process.

How do I select an agency?

The following agencies have been highly recommended by others who have
successfully walked the path of adoption. It is best to ask people who have gone
before you for advice along the way. You should also search for yourself what each of
the following organizations have to offer and which countries they work with as you
consider the one for you to partner with on this road to adoption.

Some considerations to take into account are the countries they work with, if they are
Hague/non Hague countries, the fees, and the resources they provide for the adoptive
parents before and after the adoption.

Adoption Advocates International

Country Programs:

Ethiopia, China, Thailand, Washington State
http://adoptionadvocates.org/ethiopia/ethiopia process.php

All God@Children Internationsal

Country Programs:
Bulgaria, China, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Nepal, Rwanda, Taiwan, Ukraine
www.allgodschildren.org

Bethany Christian Adoption Agency- Located Nationwide

Domestic and International Adoptions

Country Programs

Bulgaria, China, Columbia, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Haiti, Hong Kong, Lithuania,
Philippines, Russia, S Korea,

Taiwan

1716 East Olive Road

Pensacola, FL 32514-7553

850.478.6789

www.bethany.org

Buckner Children® Homes

Domestic and International Adoptions
Country Programs

China, Ethiopia, Haiti, Honduras, Hong Kong, India
5200. S. Buckner Blvd.

Dallas, Texas 75227

214.321.4530

866.236.7823

jchupa@buckner.org



http://adoptionadvocates.org/ethiopia/ethiopia_process.php
http://www.allgodschildren.org
http://www.bethany.org
mailto:jchupa@buckner.org

International vs. Domestic

Differences of an international adoption in comparison with a
domestic adoption.

Hague/Non Hague
Convention

Both the Hague Convention Adoption Process and the Noni Convention Adoption
involve two determinations in accordance with the U.S. government.

Pros and Cons of International Adoptions

1. Some of the pros of international adoption include greater availability of 1) The suitability of the adoptive parents

2) Whether the childbés adoption meets eligibildi

adoptive children, wider variety of nationalities and ethnic groups, and ability to
adopt a child as soon as the paperwork is completed. Babies are often
adopted from foreign countries, however due to the process they may be 8ms
to over a year old by the time you are able to bring them home.

immigrate to the United States.

THE DI FFERENCE???7?

Below and on the following page is a chart which outlines the differences between the

SO WHATGOS

2. Incomplete background of the adoptive child and their birth parents, possible ) ) : .
delays when dealing with foreign countries and relative agencies. two procedures. In general, prospective adoptive parents receive more protections
when adopting from Convention countries; however the process may take longer.
3. International adoption can be very costly, but you know up front the fees you will
be facing. Convention Countries Non-Convention Country
4. International adoptions often require you and/or your spouse to travel to the Your Adoption Service Provider '—ic?dnsed in Uas- Statz ,?fd Lic?dnsed in U.S. State of
country that you're adopting from for an extended stay that usually ranges from ;ﬁ)’gggj b";‘lnonzcgf“fhé%eg: of residence
one to 3 weeks. With some international adoptions more than one trip is Stateds dAesedingal e d
required. Entities
5. International adoptions and some other private adoptions do not require Adoption Service Contract Adoption services contract Though many ASPs disclose poli-

classes, but may come in handy for parenting and other adoption information.

Pros and Cons of Domestic Adoptions

contains information about
agencyb6s police
relationships with supervised
providers, etc.

cies, fees and relationships with

5 superfviged prqvidens| treey aver v |,
not required by most state laws to
do so.

1. Some of the pros of domestic adoption include being better able to adopt a
newborn, not having to deal with foreign agencies which may cause delay, and Home Study Must meet both State and Must meet State level and USCIS
not havina to travel around the world to adopt a child Federal requirements; prepared | federal requirements
g P : by an accredited agency,
2. Some of the cons of domestic adoption include less availability with regard to ;Lr‘g’\%ve'fed provider or exempted
adoptive children in certain areas, and strict procedural requirements. '
: : , o Adoption F ltemized in adopti i
3. Domestic adoption can cost very little, especially if you go through your state option Fees Cgmz& N adoption services
and adopt from the foster care system. The cost of a private adoption depends
on agency fees, attorney fees, the race of the child (unfortunately), and whether Parent Education 10 hours of parent education Parent education only if man-
or not you have to pay for an expectant mother's care. classes dated by U.S. State of residence
or voluntarily provided by agency
4. When adopting domestically, or with foster care adoptions, there is usually very
little travel involved. Adoptive Parent pFormBEBIOA; bi | ity Form 1-600-A;
Must be filed BEFORE being Can be filed at the same time as
5. When adopting domestically through the state's foster care system, classes are matched with a child the Form 1-600

often required. Some adoption classes take as many as 25 or more hours to
complete.

(and before Form 1-800)




Convention Countries

Non-Convention Countries

Provisional Petition
Approval

Chi

Country of Origin must
Hedledméne tRel childis b i |

Must meet orphan definition
Fdrny 1-600

Foster Adopt ve. Private

adoptable with Convention
consents and other
protections, must meet
definition of Convention

Adoption

In most states foster parents who train to foster children are to be willing to adopt the
child if reunification with the birth family is not possible. Usually, the State Department

Adoptee of Human Services pays for the adoption legal fees and the child receives Medicaid

Form 1-800 until they are 18. I n some cases, depending
) . _ _ given to the adoptive family after the adopti

Chil dos Medi ¢ BreparBdeandprodided by . emotional, developmental, mental and physical needs. There are many other

Convention copuntryos resources for adoptive families of these children that do not cost the foster adopt family

competent authorities; any money. As the child grows and other needs arise, the subsidy amount can be

Prospective adoptive revised.

arents given at least 2

\F/)veekstogreview The downside of foster adopt is that you si mp

newborn or other specifics. Whil e you canét

can be selective to a certain degree. They can tell the agency that they only want

girls, boys, younger, older than seven, etc. It may make the waiting process longer.

You simply cannot control all the factors involved. Another downside is that you never

know until the adoption is final if you are ever going to be able to adopt. Once parental

rights have been terminated there shouldnodot b
finalized; however the parents have 30 days after termination to appeal. The appeal

may prolong the adoption up to a year.

Visa Type IH-3 or IH-4 Visas IR-3 or IR-4 Visas

Visa Application Submitted before foreign Submitted after foreign
adoption/legal custody adoption/legal custody
proceedings proceedings (except

Guatemala and Vietnam)

Adoption Records Preserved for 75 years

States generally aim for reunification of families and this can be very painful for the
foster adopt family. This often means getting attached just to say goodbye in the end.

The Hague Adoption Convention is an international agreement to safeguard inter The figoodbye factoro is generally too painful
country adoptions. The Convention establishes international standards of practices for 50% of foster care cases the child is reunified with their birth family.
inter country adoptions.

Another type of Foster Care adoption is called Kinship to Adopt. It is much like the
foster care adoption but involves any person who has a connection with the child. It

The Hague Convention applies to all adoptions between the United States and the doesndt have to be a family member.

other countries that have joined the Convention. Adopting a child from a Convention
country is similar in many ways to adopting from a country not party to the Convention.
There are some key differences as seen in the preceding chart, In particular, those

Private adoption on the other hand can be handled in a number of ways.
One way is that a fiwould bed parent can u
woman who would |Ii ke to give her child up for
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seeking to adopt receive greater protections if they adopt from a Convention country.

For more information on the Hague Adoption Agreement see:
www.adoption.state.gov/hague/overview

parents to dictate criteria such as race. Private adoptions can be very beneficial to
both parties involved. This way of adoption has less unknown factors than foster adopt
and the plan is always to legally adopt in the end. For most people this would be their
choice.

Another is to obtain an Adoption Attorney and have them aid locating a child. Usually
the birthmother will contact the attorney and seek help in placing her child and the
attorney will then have perspective parents for her to consider placing her child with.

The downside of private adoption is that

agency and/ or | egal fees involved. At
pay for the birth motherds medical fees

child to be adopted. The agency/legal fees alone can cost more than $30,000.
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